Community Wildfire Protection Plan Proposal

ESRPOA 2007 Annual meeting

A problem and concern for our association is that local, state and federal fire agencies have identified Elk Stream Ranch as an area of high concern for wildfire, because of the fuel load, the single road access which makes evacuation difficult, and which significantly limits the access and options for firefighters to be able to protect our life and property.

An Ad Hoc committee comprised of Philip Walters, Odin Christensen and representatives from Mancos Fire Protection District, Colorado State Forest Service(CSFS) and the Bureau of Land Management(BLM) have been working on a solution.  This has been reviewed by the ESRPOA Property Management Committee.  All have agreed that developing fuel breaks along the main roads in a prioritized manner will significantly improve the ability to safely evacuate the canyon if needed; will allow firefighters safe access into the canyon with needed equipment; will slow the progress of a fire and will give firefighters a line to anchor to.  Fuel breaks are not clear cuts, but are areas that have had underbrush removed, and thinned to break up the continuity of fuel while preserving aesthetics and improving overall forest health by reducing competition for light, water and air circulation.  Fuel breaks are also attractive to large game animals, as they allow better freedom of movement.
Under this Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), the goal is to establish fuel breaks protecting the roads that would extend approximately 150 feet each side of the centerline over a ten year period. First priority would be placed on the most dangerous fuel concentrations.  The Association would provide incentive for owners to participate by reimbursing half of the cost of the work, based on prevailing contract rates for such work, whether the work is done by contractors or the owners’ sweat.  In order to qualify, the work should follow the CSFS community fuel break guidelines.  The incentive would be offered in phases, so that specific lots would be offered incentives each year beginning with the highest priority lots.

Current estimates are that implementing this plan would have an impact of raising dues by $200 per lot per year for the ten year period, with some ongoing maintenance costs beyond that time.  While fuel break work is not required on all lots, this plan will benefit all lots by reducing risk of entrapment, and improving the ability for fire agencies to respond to an incident in our canyon.  As owners develop their lots, they can tie their defensible space work into the fuel breaks for additional protection.
We expect to have a demonstration fuel break done on lot 9 in time for the meeting, thanks to the cooperation of Mr. Robert Hoy in allowing the work to be done, and in sharing the costs.

This project will significantly improve safety, and should improve aesthetics and forest health.  Studies have found that properly done fuel reduction projects can improve property values.   Insurance companies are increasingly looking at fuel loads in doing their risk analysis.  Finally, under the Healthy Forests Restoration Act, having an approved CWPP requires federal land managers to put priority on reducing fuels on the BLM land around us.

Detailed copies of this plan will be available at the Annual meeting.  If you would like a copy in advance, contact Philip Walters at pwalters@frontier.net or (970) 533-7177.  If you have broadband email, it can be emailed, but as it is large, it should not be emailed to dial-up email.

